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Carbon Aware Travel Choice (CATCH): Communicating Transport CO2 and Influencing Perceptions

The European Commission Framewaork Partnership 7 project Carbon Aware Travel Choice (CATCH)
has created a knowledge platform to help with communicating transport CO2 emissions in urban
centres. There are currently nearly 150 European cities with city-level transport CO2 emissions
estimates available through the “My City” tool that allows for comparison and ranking. The theory-
based development of the tool has been led by researchers at the University of the West of England,
Bristol. Principal investigator Dr. Erel Avineri and lead researcher Dr. Owen Waygood have studied
how the communication of transport CO2 can be informed from behavioural theories. Example
guestions include: How well do people understand CO2 information? How strongly are the
influenced by the context of its presentation? Does it matter how environmentally motivated they
are? In this seminar, Dr. Owen Waygood will introduce the CATCH project and its tools, and then
explain some key findings from the research and how it could be applied in any field where CO2
information is communicated. Contributions and ideas for the CATCH project are most welcome.

Please help us further our knowledge by completing this short survey:
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Biographical introduction to the presenter:

Dr Owen Waygood (Lead Researcher) is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Transport & Society
(CTS). Since joining CTS, Owen’s primary research has focused on climate change information and
transport behaviour. Owen’s work has looked at rational interpretations of carbon dioxide (CO2), at
how presentation can affect interpretation, as well as reported motivation to change behaviour. He
has also published work on the influence of household lifecycle stages and the built environment on
travel behaviour, and how social connections and the built environment affect children’s travel.
Owen completed a PhD in travel behaviour from Kyoto University, Japan that focused on children’s
independent travel, community connections, and physical activity. He is fluent in Japanese.
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Biographical introduction to the Principal Investigator:

Dr Avineri has 20 years experience of consultancy, research and teaching in transport, logistics and
operations management. Since he joined UWE at 2004 he is leading research in the fields of travel
behaviour, travel information systems, road safety, and behavioural change. Dr Avineri has gained
wide recognition for his research on travel behaviour under uncertainty, the incorporation of socio-
psychological aspects into behaviour models, and the design of behaviour change policy measures.
Applying choice architecture, Dr Avineri studies the effect of ‘nudges’ on the perception of and
attitudes to CO2 reduction. Dr Erel Avineri holds degrees in Industrial Engineering and Management
(B.Sc.) and Transportation Sciences (M.Sc., Ph.D.) from Technion - Israel Institute of Technology.
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